VICTOR MARGOLIN : Curriculum Vita:       

Current Position
Professor Emeritus of Art and Design History, University of Illinois at Chicago,



Honors

Nominated three times for the Design Mind, National Design 
Award, 
2005, 2009, 2010

Fellow, Design Research Society

Fellow of the Institute for the Humanities, 1985 – 1986, 2004-05
Fellow of the Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy, 1998--2000

UIC Teaching Recognition Program Award, 1997

Silver Circle Award for Excellence in Teaching, 1991, 1997; nominated 
three additional times for the award


UIC Excellence in Teaching Award, 2000


University Scholar, 2000-2001



Publications



Books

World History of Design ((in progress)

Culture is Everywhere: The Museum of Corn-temporary Art

The Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and Design 

         Studies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, forthcoming)



The Struggle for Utopia: Rodchenko, Lisitzky, Moholy-Nagy, 1917-
  
  

   
1946 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), Author

 
The Idea of Design (Cambridge, MA, MIT Press, 1996), 

         Co-editor

Discovering Design: Explorations in Design Studies (Chicago:  University of 

         Chicago Press, 1995) Co-editor

         Design Discourse: History Theory Criticism (Chicago: University of 


 

Chicago Press, 1989) Editor and author of introductory and closing 



   
essays



The Promise and the Product: 200 Years of American Advertising 



   
Posters (New York: Macmillan, 1979) Book-of-the Month Club. Co-



author



Propaganda: The Art of Persuasion, WW II (New York: Chelsea House, 


1976) AIGA Fifty Books of the Year. Editor



American Poster Renaissance: The Great Age of Poster Design, 1890-


1900  (New York: Watson-Guptill, 1975) Author


Selected Book Chapters

“The Culture of Sustainability,” in Barbara Predan and Cvetka Požar, eds. 
Sustainable Alternatives in Design; Its High Time We Start Losing Time. 
[AIM 
Contemporary Pubication Series 4] Ljubljana: The Architecture 
Museum of Ljubljana, 2009.


“Croatian Graphic Design: A View from Abroad” in Fedja Vukic and 
Victor Margolin, Croatian Design Now/Hrvatski Dizajn Sad. Zagreb, UPI-
2M/Plus, 2009. 

“Posters in Chicago; A History”, 2008 First Edition: Chicago International 
Poster Biennial (Chicago: CIPBA, 2009)

) 
La Globalizacion y el Futuro del Diseño” in Maria Téresa Ocejo Cázares, 
José Silvestre Revueltas Valle, Alejandra Adriana Sella, and Celso Valdez 
Vargas, eds. De la Reflexión a la Accións: Copmmemoraciøon a 30 Años 
de la 
Edición del Libro: Contra un Diseño dependiente: Un Modelo para 
la Autodeterminación Nacional. Mexico City: Universidad Autonoma 
Metropolitana Azcapotzalco, 2006

“The Citizen Designer,” in Looking Closer Five: Critical Writings on 
Graphic Design, edited by Michael Bierut, William Drenttel and Steven 
Heller. New York: Allworth Press, 2006. Portuguese version published in 
Revista Design em Foco 3 no. 2 (July-December 2006). “El Ciudadano 
Diseñador,” TipoGráfica (Octubre/Noviembre 2006)

"Re-visioning Design Practice," Design Philosophy Papers: Collection One, 
ed. Anne-Marie Willis. Ravensbourne, Austalia: Team D/E/S Publications, 
2004.

“Human and Machine: Issues of Collaborative Action,” in Massimo Negrotti, ed. Yearbook of the Artificial: Nature, Culture & Technology, v. 1 Methodological and Cultural Aspects (Berne et al.: Peter Lang, 2002). An Italian version, “Le Macchine como Attori Sociali” was published in Technology Review (Italian edition), (Sept.-Oct. 2001).

“Urban Artifacts; Towards a Theory of Types” Urban Studies Yearbook 8 (2002)  

“The Future of Design,” in Winifred Scheuer, ed. Lesebuch für Designer: Zweiundzwanzig Design-Erkundungen. Stuttgart-Leipzig: Hohenheim Verlag, 2000.

“Products and Experience, " in Päivi Tahkokallio and Susan Vihma, eds.  Design - Pleasure or Responsibility? (Helsinki: University of Art and Design, 1995)


"The Product Milieu and Social Action," in Richard Buchanan and Victor 
Margolin, eds.  Discovering Design: Explorations in Design Studies 
(University of Chicago Press, 1995).

"Consumers and Users: Two Publics for Design" in Christina Ritchie and Loris Calzolari, eds.,  Phoenix: New Attitudes in Design (Toronto: Phoenix, 1984). Spanish translation in ADG  [Barcelona] (Sept. 1986)


Selected Articles


“Representations of Ethnicity in USSR in Construction, 1930-1941,” Iconics 
9 (2008)


“Design, the Future, and the Human Spirit,” Design Issues 23 no 3 
(Summer 2007)

“Design for Development: Toward a History,” Design Studies 28 no. 2  (March 2007)

“A World History of Design and the History of the World,” Journal of 
Design History 18 no. 3 (2005)


Healing the World: A Challenge for Designers. Archeworks Papers 1 
(Chicago: Archeworks, 2003)


“A ‘Social Model’ of Design: Issues of Theory and Practice” Design Issues 
18 no. 4 (Autumn 2002). Co-authored with Sylvia Margolin. 

 “Design Research and its Challenges,” The Design Journal 4 no. 2 (2001).

“Building a Design Research Community,” Design Plus Research: Proceedings of the Politecnico di Milano Conference, May 18-20, 2000, edited by Silvia Pizzocaro, Amilton Arruda and Dijon De Moraes (Milan: Politecnico di Milano, 2000)


"History, Theory, and Criticism in Doctoral Design Education," form/work 
(Sydney, Australia) 4 (March 2000); also included in Doctoral Education in 
Design: Proceedings of the Ohio Conference, October 8-11, 1998, edited 
by Richard Buchanan, Dennis Doordan, Lorraine Justice, and Victor 
Margolin (Pittsburgh: School of Design, Carnegie-Mellon University, 1999).


Portuguese translation in Arcos 3 no. 1 (2000/2001)

"The Future of Design," md  (Stuttgart, Germany), April 1999. 

“Global Equilibrium or Global Expansion: Design and the World 
Situation” Design Issues v. 12 no. 2 (Summer 1996). Shortened Spanish 
version, “El diseño y la situación mundial,” tipoGráfica v. 10 no 29 
(1996); shortened Italian version in Stileindustria v 1 no. 4 (December 
1995)

"The Politics of the Artificial" Leonardo v. 28 no. 5 (1995): 349-356

"The Age of Communication: A Challenge to Designers," Design Issues   
vol. 10  no. 1 (Spring 1994). Spanish translation in tipoGráfica  
22  
[Buenos Aires]  (1994)\

"Narrative Problems of Graphic Design History,"Visible Language  (Fall 
1994). 

"Design History or Design Studies: Problems and Methods" Design 



Studies  vol. 13 no. 2 (April 1992). 

"Expanding the Boundaries of Design: The Product Environment and 



the New User," Design Issues  vol. 5 nos. 1 - 2 (1988)

"A Decade of Design History in the United States, 1977-1987," Journal of 


Design History  vol. 1 no. 1 (1988)

Selected Editorial Activities

Co-founder and Editor, Design Issues: A Journal of History , Theory, and 


Criticism, 1983 - 1987; Editorial Board Member, 1987 - 1993, Co-editor, 


1993 - Present

International Advisory Boards, Journal of Design History [London] 



,Information Design Journal [London], tipoGráfica [Buenos 




Aires]Techniques de la Conception  [Paris]



Selected Lectures and Conferences
“Where in the World is Design?: The Case of India, 1900-1945,” conference Towards a History of Design in the Global Economy, Northwestern University, December 2008

“The Culture of Sustainability,” Architecture Museum of Ljubljana, October 2008; Ahembi Morumbi University, Sao Paulo Brazil, June 2008

“Design History and Design in History” Keynote address, 17th Annual Symposium on the Decorative Arts and Design, Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, April 2008

“The Invention of the Future: American Design of the 1930s,” Università degli Studi Genoa, March 2007

“The Challenge of Social Design,” School of Art and Art History, Notre Dame University, April 2007

“Doctoral Degrees in Art and Design: A Response to Complexity,” Keynote address at the conference Art/Design/Knowledge: Developing a Leadership Position in Graduate Education,” Cleveland Institute of Art, April 2007

“Design and the Risk of Change,” Norsk Form, Oslo, October 2007

“Aspects de la photographie dans la République de Weimar” Photography Colloquium, Jeu de Paume, Paris, October  2007

“African-American Designers and Chicago’s South Side,” Pathways to the Unknown Symposium (in honor of Sun Ra), Hyde Park Art Center, November 2006

“A World History of Design and the History of the World,” UIC Humanities Institute Fellows Lecture, April 2005

“ Healing the World: A Challenge for Designers,” Invited lecture in the Toyota Lecture series, Art Center College of Design, Los Angeles, June 2005

“Design for Development: Mapping the Context,” Workshop on “Educating the Designer for Global Citizenship,” University of Cardiff, Wales, November 2005

“ Un Historia Mundial del Diseño y la Historia del Mundo, 1st Encuentro de Historia y Estudios del Diseño. Caracas, Venezuela, December 2005

 "The Mechanization of Exchange," invited paper presented at the conference, "The User of the Artificial," Ascona, Switzerland, April 2004

2004 

"Design History and the Global Context" Keynote address at the Fourth International Conference on Design History and Design Studies, Guadalajara, Mexico, November 2004


“Russian Graphic Design of the 1920s and 1930s” Invited speaker, Images 
and Letters: Third International Design History Forum, Osaka, Japan. 
March 
8, 2003

“It’s a Small World: Cultural Identity in Contemporary Advertising,” Keynote speech at a conference on “Unprincipled Passions: Emotion and Modernity” University of Southampton /Southampton Institute, Southampton, England, February 2002 


 “Design Research and Its Challenges, “Keynote speech at the First 
Seminar on Theory and Practice in Design, 20th Anniversary of the 
Postgraduate Program in Design, National University of Mexico, Mexico 
City, August 29, 2001

“Design Research and Its Challenges,” Keynote speech at the Fourth European Academy of Design Conference, Aveiro, Portugal, April 10, 2001 

“Urban Artifacts in the City,” Design Institute of Australia, Western Australia chapter, Perth, July 2000.

"Research in Graphic Design: Creating a Conceptual Map," X Encuentro Nacional de Escuelas de Diseño Gráfico, UAM Xochimilco, Mexico, October 1999. 

"The American Century: One Hundred Years of Product Design." Presented at the symposium "Craft and Design in America: The Twentieth Century," Yale University Art Gallery, May, 1999. 


"Design and the World Situation," "International Conference on Product 
Design," London, England, July 7, 1995; presented to the Industrial 
Designers Society of America (Boston chapter), February 21, 1996; 
presented in Spanish to the Fifth International Design Symposium, 
University of Nuevo Leon, Monterrey, Mexico, March 4, 1996


"The Inexhaustible Wonder of Life": László Moholy-Nagy's Utopian 
Legacy" Symposium, "Laszlo Moholy-Nagy: Translating Utopia into 
Action" University of Delaware Art Gallery, October 20, 1995



"Experience, Use, and the Design of Products," Conference on 'Revision of 


Use,' Bonn, Germany, October 1994



"Products and Experience," Conference on 'Design: Pleasure or 



Responsibility' University of Art and Design, Helsinki, Finland, June 1994



"Design at the Crossroads Revisited," Conference on Technological 



Renovation in Design, Curitiba, Brazil, June 1992



"Typography and Advertising Design at the Bauhaus," Symposium on the 


Bauhaus and Design Culture: Legacies of Modernism, Cooper Union, 


New York, April 1991



"Design History or Design Studies: Problems and Methods" Conference 


on Design History and Historiography, Politecnico di Milano, Milan, Italy, 


April 1991



"A Decade of Design History in the United States, 1977-1987," 10th 


Anniversary Conference of the Design History Society, Brighton, 



England, September 1987



"American Social Posters of the 1960s," 12th Brno Biennale of Graphic 


Design Symposium, 'Graphic Design in the Service of Society,' Brno, 


Czechoslovakia, June 1986



"Fifty Years of Graphic Design," 1st International Conference on Visual 


Communication, Haifa, Israel, December 1985



"The Responsive Environment" Congress of the International Council of 


Societies of Industrial Design (ICSID), Milan, Italy, October 1983



Conferences Organized



Organizer of an international seminar on "The State of Design History," 


Center for Advanced Studies in the Visual Arts (CASVA), National 



Gallery of Art, Spring 1993



Co-organizer ,"Industry and Anti-Industry," Victoria and Albert 



Museum, London, England, December 1990



Co-organizer "Discovering Design," University of Illinois at Chicago, 



November 1990



Co-organizer, Symposium on "Tradition and Modernism Between the 


World Wars," Milan, Italy, May 1987



Other Activities


Member of Jury, Compasso d'Oro Design Award, Milan, Italy, 1991



Consultant, Art and Architecture Thesaurus Project, J. Paul Getty Trust, 


1988, 1991



Vice-Chairman, ICOGRADA Working Group on the History of  



Graphic Design, 1985-1989



Member of Jury, 12th Brno Biennale of Graphic Design, Brno, 



Czechoslovakia, June 1986

1

